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MISSION MORGANTON
Saturday, Sept. 22, 8:00 AM

At Mission Morganton, individuals and groups from Morganton area churches get
together for local missions. This is the 21st year of Mission Morganton, and First
Presbyterian has participated in it since the very beginning!

Sign-up forms for specific mission projects are available in the narthex Welcome Center.
Sign up for a project, and then go to the First Baptist Church lawn at 8:00 AM, Saturday,
Sept. 22, to join other individuals signed up for the same prolec'r Here are some of the
projects planned for this year:

Construction and clean up

Painting

Yard work, wood chopping, trail maintenance
Food distribution

Backpack ministry

School clothing giveaway

Furniture assembly

Nursing home visitation and singing

Can crushing...and more!
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Don’t forget the collections! Bring any of the following items to church by Sept. 20;
collection containers are located in the narthex Welcome Center:

+ Homeless outreach: tents, tarps, socks, sleeping bags, blankets, gloves, coats, hats

+ Animal rescue/agency pet pantries projects: dog/cat food and treats, hand soap
pumps, bleach, trash bags, small carriers, leashes, poop bags, newspapers, paper
towels, bedding, Dawn dish detergent, cat litter, bath towels, collars/harnesses,
blankets, training pads, brooms and dust pans

+ Burke United Christian Ministries: canned food, packaged food, non-perishable food

+ Back-to-school clothing drive (for families with special needs): clean, used or new
clothing and shoes; new socks and undergarments

Pastor Adam Bowling was recently quoted in the News Herald, “Mission Morganton
always makes me feel excited and joyful as | get to watch so many people in our
community show God’s love. It brings me joy to see us put aside differences and work
together to build God’s Kingdom. When we work together for Christ in this way, we are
making earth a little bit more like heaven.” Let's all work together at Mission Morganton!



http://www.fpcmorganton.org

In the interim...

My husband and I have begun the process of downsizing toward retirement. The
experience is raising for us the question, “Why do we own this much stuff?”

Most of us spend the first half of our adult lives accumulating possessions and the second
half distributing those possessions in an attempt to unclutter and unencumber our lives.
As disciples of our Lord, we are called to unburden and get rid of unnecessary baggage in
our faith. That baggage can be our possessions; it can be something that is addictive; or it
can be anything that gets in the way of living in appreciation of God’s goodness and grace
among us.

As I am sorting what to keep, what to give away, and what to trash, I realize that our lives are the same. We have
things we need to share with others; we have things we need to keep and hold precious; and we have other
things that are just clutter and need to be discarded.

My mother was not a big consumer. She practiced simple living and a respect for resources long before
sustainability and environmentalism were popular. After my father died, she downsized from a homestead to an
apartment to assisted living and then to skilled care. On the day of her death, her possessions consisted of seven
outfits, six nightgowns, toiletries, a half dozen family pictures, and her Bible. It took me five minutes to pack up
her room.

Possessions are nice, my mother would say, but in the end, what really matters is not what we have attained but
who we have become. By the time she died, my mother had become a model of generosity and service toward
others; and she showed that when those are the possessions we carry, the move from this world to the next can
be the most unencumbered and peaceful one we make.

Blessings,
Wanda Neely, Transitional Pastor
828-929-5001, mobile

Congratulations, Rev. Annie Franklin Arvin
Congratulations to First Presbyterian’s own Annie Franklin Arvin, who was ordained and installed as Associate
Pastor at St. Simons Presbyterian Church, St. Simons, GA, on Sunday, Aug. 26, 2018.

New Address for Austin Davis Our Young Adult Volunteer, Molly Franklin
Below is the address for Austin Davis, who is serving Visit https://mollysbigadventureblog.wordpress.com
with AmeriCorps in Texas: to follow Molly Franklin’s blog. Her address is:
Austin Davis Molly Franklin
617 24 1/2 St Unit C 4225 Franklin Avenue
Austin TX, 78705 New Orleans, LA 70122

Presbyterian Women Fall Gathering
Attention, Women of the Church—the Presbyterian Women Fall Gathering will be on Saturday, Sept. 22, at
United Presbyterian Church in Lenoir. It will begin at 9:00 AM and end with lunch. There is a $10 registration
fee due by Sept. 15. The registration form is found in the Joyful Noise, or you may email Sandra J. Morton at
sandrawedwarrior@gmail.com. Come and join us!

“I am the resurrection and the life.” (\rjﬁ
Congregational love and sympathy are extended to Marla Patchel and family at the death of In /
mpda

her husband, Rev. Donald “Patch” Patchel, on Sept. 8, 2018. Rev. Patchel was the pastor of

Green Street Presbyterian Church of Morganton. j y_u
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Now Is the Time to Register for FPC Student Ministries!
oM 1) Go to the church website to update your Student Student
' | Ministries Registration Form. e s .
/ % 2) Print the Health and Permission Form for 2018-2019. Ministries
3) Make sure you sign up to receive First Presbyterian [ ReV- Adam C. Bowling
Student Ministry News! 828-448-8014
4) Text “@fpcyouthl” to 81010 to sign up for text alerts | 2dam@firstpresmorganton.org
~ i from FPC Youth!
All forms and info can be found on the church website: http://www.fpcmorganton.org/ministries/vouth.html

Sunday, Sept. 16, 12:05-4:00 PM—Trip to DEFY Trampoline Park

Join your youth group friends after worship for lunch and then a trip to
DEFY in Hickory to jump for 1 1/2 hours. Cost is $15 and includes lunch,
transportation, socks, and your ticket to jump. You must have a FPC
Morganton Health and Permission Form on file, and you need to bring the
paper DEFY release waiver signed by a parent or guardian. Please bring a
change of clothes that is appropriate for jumping to church and also a snack,
drink, or dessert to share! Flyers and forms can be found on the church
website or the youth information table. Hope to see you there!

Saturday, Sept. 22, 8:00 AM—M ission Morganton Youth Project

Meet at First Baptist church at 8:00 AM for prayer and a ride to our worksite. Please eat breakfast before you
arrive and bring a water bottle. We will be joining with the First Baptist Youth to volunteer at BUCM. We will
have lunch with the wrestling team from Gardner-Webb University around 1:00 PM in the First Baptist Youth
Lounge. Please bring $3 to cover the cost of lunch and also a snack or drink to share.

Sunday, Sept. 23—No PM Youth

e : Sunday, Sept. 30, 1:45-7:45 PM—Youth Rally at Montreat

= Both middle and high school students—meet in the church parking lot Sunday, Sept. 24,
45 PM, to travel to Montreat for the PWNC Youth Rally. (Bring a friend!) Come hear the
. keynote speaker Annie Franklin Arvin (a former FPC Morganton Youth Group member!),
sing songs, play games, and have lots of fun in small group! The Rally is free, but we ask
that you bring $5-7 for dinner on the way back home. We should be back by 7:45 PM.
i Please RSVP by emailing Pastor Adam or leaving him a message on Facebook.

Oct. 19-21, 2018—SuperStart!

4th, 5th, and 6th graders, take a trip to Atlanta, GA, with your church friends for
an overnight conference just for you! Save the dates—Oct. 19-21, 2018! Check out
http://www.ciy.com/superstart/ or ask Pastor Adam for more info. Registration
forms and a non-refundable deposit ($60.00 per participant) will be due by
Sunday, Sept. 30, 2018! Information and registration forms are on the youth
information table outside the fellowship hall.

Children’s Choir
Our children's choir, for grades 1-6, has started back up under the
direction of Robert A. Smith. This group will eat a simple lunch following
Sunday worship and then practice until around 1:15 PM. Talk to Robert
or Pastor Adam to enroll your child today!

L CHO
S

Leonardo DiCaprio’s “Before the Flood,” an Urgent Film About Climate Change
Saturday, Sept. 15, 7:00 PM
Morganton Library
Hosted by the Green Team at Grace Episcopal Church and the Burke County Public Library
Free Admission—Refreshments—Discussion
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Sept. 16, 2018
Rev. Dr. Wanda Neely

Scripture Lessons
Prov. 1:20-33; Psalm 19
James 3:1-12
Mark 8:27-38

Greeters
Julie & Don Scott
Louis & Seth Vinay

Nursery
Amber and John Gantt

Grace Ridge Bus Driver
Scott Davis

Usher Captains
Dick Peck, John Port

Visitors Table
Julie Scott

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES

Sept. 23,2018
Rev. Dr. Wanda Neely

Scripture Lessons
Prov. 31:10-31; Psalm 1
James 3:13-4:3,7-8a
Mark 9:30-37
Greeters

Lynn & Roy Garrett
Ron, Brenda, & Meredith Kendrick

Nursery
Amy and Elizabeth Coley

Grace Ridge Bus Driver
Eric LeGoullon

Usher Captains
Greg Carpenter, Lisa Roller

Visitors Table
Julie Scott

Sept. 30, 2018
Rev. Dr. Wanda Neely

Scripture Lessons
Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22
Ps. 124; James 5:13-20
Mark 9:38-50

Greeters
Susan Briggs
Rick & Janet Leissner

Nursery
Amanda Peck

Grace Ridge Bus Driver
Lisa Roller

Usher Captains
Roy Garrett, Ron Kendrick

Visitors Table
Julie Scott

The next newsletter covers Oct. 7-20 events. Note that this is a two-week period.
Please submit your church news to the church office by noon on Monday, Oct. 1.

See pages 5-8 below.




A Further Look at First Presbyterian on Sept. 30—Share with Prospective Members
All visitors are invited to a special luncheon and program on Sunday, Sept. 30, following worship, to learn more
about discipleship and this congregation. Do you want to know more about what it means to be a follower of
Jesus Christ? Are you interested in learning about this church’s missions and ministries? Invite your friends and
neighbors. To sign up, contact the church office at 828-437-1811 or email lori@firstpresmorganton.org by 5:00 PM
on Sept. 26. Please request child care if needed.

Adult Flective Sunday School Class—9:30 AM in Room 102 Downstairs
Sept. 16—Ken Corn will review the book, Getting Grief Right. This book was written by Patrick O'Malley, a
psychotherapist, who shares his feelings after losing an infant son.
Sept. 23—Tom Kilgore will talk about how 15 years of progress has benefitted the hospital, rural clinics, and
Ebenezer School in Malawi. Tom has been on 15 mission trips since 2005 and has much information to share.
Sept. 30—We will conclude the study of “The Five Solas” as we continue our discussion of the last sola, “Solus
Christus” (Christ Alone). We will talk about what “Christ Alone” actually means, as well as the centrality of Jesus
Christ in our faith and in our lives, and why that is so important. Rick Leissner will lead the class.

FI' RST PRESBYTERI AN CHURCH CALEN
Sunday, Sept. 16 Sunday, Sept. 23 Sunday, Sept. 30
9:30 AM Christian Education Hour 9:30 AM Christian Education Hour 9:30 AM Christian Education Hour
10:00 AM Chancel Choir 10:00 AM Chancel Choir 10:00 AM Chancel Choir
10:55 AM Worship Service 10:55 AM Worship Service 10:55 AM Worship Service
12:05 PM Children’s Choir 12:05 PM Children’s Choir 12:00 PM “A Further Look” for
12:05 PM Youth Lunch & No PM Youth Prospective Members
Trip to DEFY 12:05 PM Children’s Choir

Monday, Sept. 24 1:45 PM Youth Rally—Montreat
Monday, Sept. 17 10:00 AM Mind, Body, Spirit Class 5:00 PM Choir Festival
10:00 AM Mind, Body, Spirit Class —First Baptist Church
11:00 AM Grace Ridge Communion Tuesday, Sept. 25
11:30 AM Grace Ridge Luncheon ~ 7:00 AM Men’s Breakfast Monday, Oct. 1

1:30 PM Staff Meeting 10:00 AM Mind, Body, Spirit Class
Tuesday, Sept. 18 10:30 AM Circle 1—Grace Ridge
7:00 AM Men’s Breakfast Wednesday, Sept. 26 12:00 PM Spire Light Deadline
1:30 PM Staff Meeting 4:40 PM Chancel Ringers 7:00 PM Circle 2—Parlor

5:15 PM Meal: roasted chicken,
Wednesday, Sept. 19 sautéed veggies, grits, roll Tuesday, Oct. 2
4:40 PM Chancel Ringers (kids: chicken fingers, grits, roll) 7:00 AM Men’s Breakfast

5:15 PM Meal: country-style steak, 515 PM Shepherd Ministry Meeting 130 PM Staff Meeting
mashed potatoes, carrots, roll 6:15 PM Magic Show for all Ages 7:00 PM Circle 3—Parlor
(kids: hamburger, potatoes, 7:15PM Chancel Choir

b Wednesday, Oct. 3
green beans) —axs
6:15 PM Freddie Sherrill Celebration Thursday, Sept. 27 10:30 AM Spire nght Volunteers
7:15 PM Chancel Choir 9:00 AM Soup Kitchen 4:40 PM Chancel Ringers
5:15 PM Meal: glazed ham, coleslaw,

Thursday, Sept. 20 Friday, Sept. 28 pinto beans, cornbread
6:00 PM Session Meeting 9:00 AM Columbarium & Cemetery (kids: ham/cheese wrap,

Ministry Meeting carrots, cornbread)
Saturday, Sept. 22 6:15 PM Movie Night:
8:00 AM Mission Morganton “Won’t You Be My Neighbor?”
9:00 AM PW Fall Gathering— 7:15 PM Chancel Choir

United Presbyterian Church
of Lenoir, NC

DA
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Fall 2018 Wednesday Night Programs

First Presbyterian Church, Morganton, NC

Chancel Ringers: 4:40 PM
Meal: 5:15 PM
Program: 6:15 PM
Chancel Choir: 7:15 PM

Sept. 19: Freddie Sherrill Celebration Night!
Sept. 26: Magic Show by “Ricardo the Great”
Oct. 3: “Won’t You Be My Neighbor?” Movie Night

A LITTLE KINDNESS MAKES A WORLD OF DIFFERENCE
WONT YOU
'g

st MY

NEIGHBOR?

Oct. 10: Ministry Night
Oct. 17: Carolina Style Chorus
Oct. 24: Fall Festival
Oct. 31: No Meal/Program (Halloween)
Nov. 7: Piano Concert by Julia Kinderknecht
Nov. 14: Ministry Night
Nov. 21: No Meal/Program (Thanksgiving Break)
Nov. 28: Blue Christmas Worship
A Service of Healing and Wholeness
Dec. 5: Decorating the Chrismon Tree
Dec.12: Christmas Pageant
Dec. 19: Music Program Featuring the Chancel Ringers
Dec. 26: No Meal/Program (Christmas Break)

Wednesday Night Meals Policy
Adults: $7  Child: $5 Family Cap: $20
¢ Each individual/family must sign up weekly via the friendship pad or church website or by calling the
church office before 10:00 AM on Monday.
¢ If achild wants the adult meal, they must pay the adult price of $7.
¢ If you reserve a meal, please pay for it whether or not you attend, as the church must pay for those
meals. All individuals and volunteers are required to pay for their meals.
¢ If you did not make a reservation, you are asked to wait until 5:40 PM to go through the line, to make
sure there is enough food for those who made reservations.
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